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Abstract: The survey of vulture at D’Ering  Wildlife Sanctuary located in East Siang, result in the record of  a Cinereous
Vulture Aegypius monachus  for the first time in the sanctuary. The record of the Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus in
the sanctuary is a new information on the distribution range for the species. It is mainly a Eurasian species but has also been
reported from different parts of India. Previously, it was reported from eastern part of Arunachal Pradesh but not yet confirm
any record from D’Ering Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary and adjacent region. The recent documentation from D’Ering Memorial
Wildlife Sanctuary presents the sanctuary as a new locality for Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus in India.  However,
more observation is required to conclude whether Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus is a winter, resident or vagrant
species in D’Ering Wildlife Sanctuary of the state.
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Introduction
Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus or Monk Vulture or
Black Vulture or Eurasian Black Vulture  of  family Accipitridae
of order falconiformes  under old world vulture, is a heavy
and large bird with 100- 120 cm in length, wingspan of 250-
300 cm short and slightly wedge shaped tail  and weight range
of 7- 14 kg. It is the heaviest and largest among old world
vultures and raptor (Ferguson and Christie, 2001; Ali, 2002;
Ali and Ripley, 2007; Meyburg et al., 2015). Cinereous Vulture
has broad head covered with blackish down and the bare
skin on the head is pale blue-grey in colour. Brownish ruff of
feather is present around hind neck. The ruff becomes paler
in old individual, which resemble a monk’s hood, thus, get
the alternative name Monk Vulture. It has massive and
powerful beak which upper mandible slightly curved over the
lower mandible. The beak is mostly dark with lighter/paler
area at base. The bare skin around the base of the beak is

pale blue-grey in colour. The eye ring is black, the eye orbital
is pale blue- grey and with reddish brown eye which is dark
brown in juvenile.  Adult possess dark brown plumage all
over the body but juvenile is darker than adult and look
almost black. The thigh is covered with dark brown plumage
and tarsus and claws are pale dark (Ferguson-lees and Christie
2001; Ali and Ripley, 2007).

Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus is mainly a
Eurasian species which is widely  distributed in Spain
(Hernandez and Margalida, 2008; Moreno-Opo and
Margalida, 2013), Romania, Bulgaria,  Greece (Gounner et
al., 2011), Turkey (Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili, 2006; Yamac
and Gunyel, 2010), Armenia (Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili,
2006), Azerbaijan (Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili, 2006),
Georgia ( Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili, 2006), Ukraine, Russia
(Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili, 2006), Uzbekistan, Kazakhastan,
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Hitherto, there is no report of Cinereous vulture from D’Ering
Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary and adjacent areas. Therefore,
D’Ering Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary is a new locality for
near threatened Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus  in
Arunachal Pradesh, a north eastern state of India. The record
of Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus  in  D’Ering
Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary provides a new information on

Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,  Kyrgyztan, Iran (Mcgrady and
Gavashelishvili, 2006), Afghanistan, North Pakistan (Richard
et al., 2014)  and North India, Phillipines (Ploeg and Minter,
2004), Mongolia (Meyburg et al., 2015) and China (Xiao-Ti,
1991; Meyburg et al., 2015) with small reintroduced population
in France (Heredia et al., 1997; Ferguson-Lees and  Christie,
2001; Terrasse, 2005). It may occasionally breed in Portugal
(Ali and Ripley, 1978), Macedonia and Albania. Cinereous
Vultures Aegypius monachus usually seen during winters in
Sudan, Saudi Arabia (Mcgrady Xiao-Ti, 1991; Gavashelishvili,
2006), Iran (Mcgrady and Gavashelishvili, 2006) and Pakistan,
north-west India, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Lao People’s
Democratic Republic, North Korea and South Korea.

Cinereous Vulture is among the nine species of
vultures that are recorded in the wild from India. It is recorded
from Similipal Biosphere Reserve of  Kutch and Saurashtra
in Gujarat (Ali, 2002); Lahul in Punjab (Sekhawat et al., 2014),
Haryana (Leepage, 2015), Uttar Pradesh (Ansari, 2015 ),
Uttrakhand (Ansari, 2015),  Maharastra (Wadatkar, 2013),
Dibru-Saikowa  National Park, Orang National Park, Kaziranga
National Park and Manas National Park in Assam
(Choudhury, 2000 and 2006), Kerala (Sreekumar, 1991;
Sasikumar et al., 2011), Nellore, Rangareddi and Karimnagar
district in Andhra Pradesh (Perennou and Santharam, 1990;
Rao, 2006); Mayurbhanj district in Odisha (Palei, 2015); Bikaner
and Jodhpur, Rajasthan (Chander, 2013; Purohit and Saran,
2013); Melghat Tiger Reserve, Maharastra (Ali, 2002;
Wadatkhar, 2013);  Mysore and Coorg district  in Karnataka
(Subramanya,  2001; Shivanand, 2004). Study of available
literature showed that Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus
is recorded only from Namdhapa National Park in Arunachal
Pradesh (Choudhury, 2006). While survey to determine
population status of vultures in D’Ering Memorial Wildlife
Sanctuary at East Siang, Arunachal Pradesh, India, on 6 th

December, 2012 at around 0600 hours in the morning, a lone,
black and large bird was located on Semal Bombax cieba tree
at coordinate 27° 56´16´´ N, 95° 26´ 45´´ E. Careful observation
of the bird with field binocular showed that it has
comparatively short, very strong bill with arching from the

cere, nostril was almost square and oblique. Head was broad
and covers with down-short on crown and longer on nape
and  neck was naked with moderate ruff at base reaching up
to its back. These field characters specified bird being member
of genus Aegypius. Further observation with 8-16x40 DPSI
Olympus binocular showed morpho-characteristics features
of uniformly black or dark brown plumage, broad and short
wings without whitish stripe and slightly wedge-shaped tail.
Partially naked head with neck, crown, occipital, lore and cheek
covered with black fur-like feathers and down. It had large
pale bluish grey cere and bill with black tip and grey scaly
legs. Therefore, bird was identified as  Cinereous Vulture
Aegypius monachus at the site on the  basis of physical
characters as the characteristic feature observed matched the
already described keys morpho-features of Cinereous
Vultures, later confirmed  as Cinereous Vulture Aegypius
monachus using  field guide available (Ali and Ripley, 2007;
Grimmet et al., 2014). The photographic documentation of
the bird was done using Canon EOS 60D with 300mm zoom
lens.

Fig. 1. A Cinerous Vulture spotted at D’Ering Memorial Wildlife Sanctuary.
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distribution and locality of  Cinereous Vulture Aegypius
monachus to ornitho-scientific world . However, more
continuous observation is required to understand whether
Cinereous Vulture Aegypius monachus is a winter, resident
or vagrant species in D’Ering Wildlife Sanctuary.
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